‘hl‘:)lhl II-I‘:I ifﬂﬂﬂﬂ
NORTH-CENTRAL CONNECTICUT™S @ HOMETOWN NEWSPAFPER

State Halts Recduction In Dental Insurance Payment

A coprpeiningt By uﬂm@rﬂﬁfmxmﬂfﬁmﬂnﬂﬂﬂ&mﬁwmnﬁﬂamrﬁmgmﬂ&ﬂﬂfmm&ﬂhm
made Iy Arthem aninggerin the sige " Hudy" healih jragram

By Bussell Vermdyea Fiblishad: Viednesday, Septerber 5 2007 400 Ak EOT

Corrrrassi rer Ivickael P Starkowski on Toesdayrorde ed the suspersion to gam ire 1o evalmate the e changes, Ivhithewr
Bawett a state Lk partreend of Socil Service s spo kesroar, sad todasy

Starkonwskl said DES, which admivisters fre Huslorplar, fonmd the reduetio re “poor by tired, " congderivg that Goee, Tl JTodi
Felland the Gereral Aserrblyhad apropriated $20 mil hon for the dan with the o se of misivg dental fees b incease
access for patient, Bane t mpored

He sad &nthern does not hawe to gain DG5S apporal for fe mductiors, bt that Starkoesl has authonty o susperd such
actiong it thes case beoanse of the acce & 1sme.

Bawett snd Starkowsla does not ward anirewer fo "tabe steps that ravirgede acce ss to care at ths hre "
He zad ol v Lrthern Blue Croes and Blue sloeld is known to have reduced fie rates.
The coraplant was fled by Cinger Pollack, who corducts a are-worran practice, Bolton Dental Gioogy at 685 Boston Trarrgdze.

Inane-mal Tuesdayshe said Healtbgdex of T ndale, MY an Anthern suboon tractor, rescinded her cortract "hecanse fhe
utihzation mte 15 foo bogh moan egiegons atteropt o mpstlyermch igelt”

She sand ber practice 15 99 perce nt Ivledicaid pate rds, and that a "hrefsure ot provicers revealed that roroffice was the onky
ore being treated m this poem rer "

The Hnskyplan for disadanbged chuldren and thear farralies 15 financed theongh the stak ard the federal Wedicaid pogram for
the poor and disshled.

Crr. Ivlrtin Kare, a denbistard Healthplex preadent, sad by phore Tresdayrthat Pollck 1z beire paid at 120 percent of the
edraid fee rate avd that WellPomt of Ivassachisetts, ako a stbeontractor, had been payme at 200 percent or o

"There 15 1o waythe Han 13 sustarable at what they were paymg. . Its rot a bovanes " for denbists, he sad.
He sad if dentists on the Husky plan were "altnostic,” thesrwoild accept the Iedicaid fee rates.

Diare | Faufinan, chaef firancal officer of Folkick's practice, sad Tuesdaythat the Healthpdex rebwork marager samted the
office Thiredayard said IvE cicand fees onthe s Husky planwoadbe ' doced 30 to 3 percent.

"I effect,” Kaufrran saxd, the wduction would rake it roposshle for her to 2e Medicaid patents," e frome to Pollack

Lz anexarpk, be said, urder the new e scheduke, a clearing woldbe 26, but <5 rirates to an bowr are recpred for "agood
clearirg," and a dentl hyie rist makes $45 an hour. The previons fee for a deaning was $75, be said

"Theysad acept 1, or we'll find sore ore else, " Kaaftoam ssd.

L cleaning onthe B dicaid f2e mE wouldbe doond $19, Healthplex Vice Preddent Shamn Zellind said Treaday

Pollack, Eanfinan said, is shill seemg IvBdicaid patients on fhe Husloyrmed el irsmaree plan

"She's got peope i the roddle of root carals," be sad "She's got to feat fer s a violabhon of jrofessioral ethacs to stop.”

Pollack b 500 Hhsksr pdan pabends, ke sadd, If the pactice, whoch has fow erad onees, swatches back to ron-Ivedicand nesmrers,
Pollack wodd "prokbably do soree of " refemine to the Huslor flar, "ustto feel she's doire soreethirg.”
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Decay of compassion

The comments of Or. Martin Kane, president of Healthplex, regarding oral health care for poar
children ("State halts reduction in dental insurance payment,” Sept. 5} were shocking.

Healthplex, a for-profit managed care company, just took over management of Anthem Blue
Cross' dental plan for poor children in the state's "Husky" Medicaid program. It slashed
reimbursement rates for a Bolton dentist, a cut that would force her to drop 500 Husky children
fram her care.

Dental rates for poor kids in Husky are so low that only about 100 dentists, of mare than 2,500
statewide, see Husky kids. More than two-thirds of these children didn't see a dentist last year.
Thousands of these children suffer as a result with pain, missed school, embarrassment, and
warse, In March a Maryland boy died because his mother couldn't find a dentist for him in that
state's program, which has similar low rates.

The state is anly paying about 8 per child per month in Husky, while it pays more than 22 per
manth for state employees' dental care. Yet Kane says that if dentists on the Husky plan were
"altruistic,” they would accept the Medicaid fee rates.

Incredibly Kane seems unaware of the impact of these extremely low payments an poor children.
He apparently is also unaware that the legislature recently passed a £20 million increase in
dental rates and the state is in negotiations to implement that increase.

State Department of Social Services Commissioner Michael Starkowski should be applauded for
acting to reverse the Healthplex action, citing the importance of access to oral health care for
poor children.

Blue Cross should re-examine its contract with Healthplex and choose a vendor that shows maore
compassion for poor children who are suffering without needed oral health care.

Manty Milkovic
Hartford
The writer is executive dirsctor of Connscticnt Ozl Hezlth Initiative
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